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We Need Your Help!

The Nickel Plate Trail is an All-Volunteer organization. We need the
help of the community to maintain the trail.

Sign up to volunteer your time in many different ways, such as
becoming a Trail Ranger or helping to clear debris from the trail.
Many different opportunities are available!

Complete a volunteer application online at
www.nickelplatetrail.org.
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Get Connected!

You Can Contribute!

All contributions to the Nickel Plate Trail are tax deductible and
greatly appreciated.

o Single Passenger — $20.00
o Family of Passengers —  $35.00

o Brakeman — $40.00
o Switchman — $50.00
o Conductor — $100.00
o Engineer — $250.00
© Trainmaster— $500.00

*Contributions of $40 and up receive a free T-Shirt!*

Monetary gifts can be made online or mailed.
Nickel Plate Trail, Inc.

PO Box 875

Peru, Indiana 46970
www.nickelplatetrail.org

Compliments of Miami County Tourism Bureau
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What is the Nickel Plate Trail?
The Nickel Plate trail is the 40+ mile railtrail corridor running
from Kokomo in Howard County to Rochester in Fulton County.
Nickel Plate Trail, Inc. purchased this corridor from the Indiana
Trails Fund (which acquired it from the Norfolk Southern
Railroad) via the Federal Railbanking program for the purpose of
developing a trail for hiking, bicycling, and other non-motorized
recreational uses. The trail currently goes through the

communities of Kokomo, Cassville, Bennetts Switch, Miami, Bunker
Hill, Peru, Denver, Deedsville, Burmingham, Macy, and Rochester.

With 13.8 miles of the trail currently paved from the west side
of Peru southward to the northside of Kokomo and with another
21.3 miles paved from the northside of Peru northward to
Rochester, the Nickel Plate Trail is ideal for walking, hiking,
running, bicycling, skating, or even cross country skiing. Overall it
is comfortably wide, smooth, and maintains an almost
unnoticeable grade.

The trail follows what was once the Nickel Plate Railroad,
running alongside and in places crossing over Little Pipe Creek.
The landscape surrounding the trail not only looks beautiful, but
has the unmistakable fresh smell of the Indiana countryside. No
matter how many times you visit the trail, there is always
something new for you to find.

As you explore the woodlands and wetlands you can see a wide
variety of plant and animal life. Of interest is Scout Bridge, which
crosses Little Pipe Creek, and an old dam with some historical
interest, both of which are just south of the Wallick trailhead.
South of Bunker Hill and to the east of the trail are some of the
remains of the Union Traction railway, the electric interurban line
that was dismantled around 1940. To the north at Birmingham you
will find a rare area of native prairie grasses that date to the last
ice age.

Well cared for, the Nickel Plate Trail is one of the nicest-looking
trails in the midwest. The amazing sights, sounds and scents the
trail provides make it much more than just a great place to visit.
It’s an experience.

Rochester

) Lake Manitou

Wabash Ave. 9.9
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The Nickel Plate Rail History

Nickel Plate Road is an interesting name for a railroad line. It eamned the
nickname because when it was being planned, there were four lines surveyed
for the position. The competition was fierce for the line and the money that
would be earned by having the railroad in the respective towns and cities. The
editor of the Norwalk Ohio Chronicle referred to the New York, Chicago and
St. Louis RR route as “Nickel Plated” due to the money that would be earned.
The nickname stuck.

1846 - Peru and Indianapolis chartered

Jan 1854 - Peru and Indianapolis construction to Peru

1887 - Line sold to Lake Erie and Western

1920’s - Line came into New York, Chicago, and St. Louis
(NYC & StL)) (NKP)

1964 - NKP sold to Norfolk & Western RR

March 1999 - Segment from Cassville to Peru to Rochester was

railbanked and bought by Indiana Trails Fund
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The Nickel Plate Trail History

Organized January 2000.
7-8-2006 - First Paved opened Wallick - 500 § 3.3 miles
11-2007 - 2nd Paved opened Bunker Hill - Miami 3.6 miles

8-25-2008 - Add 12.7 Miles (500 S. - Bunker Hill and
Miami - Cassville)
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5005683 10-2-10 - Added 20 miles (Peru Lovers Lane - Rochester)
Pipe Creek 10-1-11 - Open Wabash Bridge/1 mile to Walnut

3 E”ﬁllé%r 10-5-13 - Added 2 miles Rochester to Mitchell St.

.............. 8/2014 - Added 2 miles Cassville - US 35 Kokomo

Fu ............ ' 2014-Present - Acquired land for future trail,
lure T'ail ...... M.C.C.;.rowswlle Grissom to Converse
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Trail Safety & Courtesy _

* No motorized vehicles. The trail is intended for
pedestrian and bicycle traffic only.

* Trail open from dawn to dusk. Don’t use the trail
at might.

* [f you stop, get off the trail. Always allow other users
to pass on the left.

* Keep animals under control. Keep pets on a 6’ leash,
walk your pets on the trail shoulder and clean up
their waste.

* Wear a helmet for bicycle safety.
* Do not trespass on private property.
® (Obey all trail signs and rules.

* Keep trail clean — leave no trace. Remember that if
you pack it in, you should pack it out. If you see trash,
please pick it up.

* Cyclists and skaters must yield to pedestrians. Warn

trail users as you approach from behind, for example
“On your left.”

© Respect private property and other trail users. Stay
on the trail.

o Shared courtesies mean shared enjoyment for all.
* Report problems to Miami County Central Dispatch
765-473-5474

In case of an emergency, call 911
Know your location.

* Know your limitations!

* Keep your mode of transportation in good condition.
® Check for maintenance problems before you start out.
© Wear proper clothing and safety attire.

* The softer surfaces along the side of the paved trail
are better for walkers, joggers and runners.




